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Abstract:  

Digital technology is transforming the landscape of education in India. The government has introduced 
several initiatives, including DIKSHA, SWAYAM, and PM eVidya, to make education more accessible, 
inclusive, and flexible. These platforms have not only benefited school-going children but also teachers, 
parents, and the wider adult population who seek lifelong learning opportunities. Political leaders from past 
and present have repeatedly highlighted the role of technology in shaping a self-reliant India, while today’s 
parents are increasingly supportive of digital learning for their children. At the same time, challenges such 
as unequal access, affordability of devices, lack of digital literacy, and the risk of exposure to harmful online 
content remain serious concerns. This paper examines India’s digital transformation in education by 
exploring government initiatives, political emphasis, parental involvement, adult education, opportunities, 
and challenges. It argues that digital education is a critical tool for achieving Atmanirbhar Bharat, but only 
if infrastructural and social barriers are addressed with effective policies and collaborative efforts. 
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1. Introduction 

Education is often described as the backbone of national development, and in the twenty-first century, digital 
technology has become an inseparable part of this backbone. The idea of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant 
India), promoted strongly in recent years, places education at the center of nation-building. The goal is not 
only to provide literacy but also to prepare citizens who are skilled, innovative, and globally competitive. 

The COVID-19 pandemic marked a turning point in India’s education system. With schools and colleges 
closed, the adoption of online and digital platforms became a necessity rather than an option. This 
accelerated a transition that had already begun under initiatives such as Digital India. Platforms like 
DIKSHA, SWAYAM, and PM eVidya emerged as crucial resources for continuity in education. 

However, the move towards digital education has also highlighted existing inequalities. Large sections of 
rural India struggle with poor internet connectivity. Many families cannot afford devices like laptops or even 
smartphones for their children. Moreover, while digital platforms can provide knowledge, they can also 
expose young learners to harmful or misleading online content. 

This paper analyzes the progress of digital education in India, its role in shaping Atmanirbhar Bharat, and the 
challenges that need to be overcome. It looks at government initiatives, the role of political leadership, 
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parents, and even non-school-going learners. Finally, it offers recommendations to strengthen the digital 
education ecosystem in India. 

2. Digital Transformation in Indian Education 

2.1 DIKSHA Platform 

The DIKSHA platform was introduced in 2017 as part of India’s efforts to digitize learning. It mainly serves 
teachers and students by offering textbooks, training material, and interactive lessons in many Indian 
languages. Over the years, it has grown into a widely used platform, reaching millions of users and 
supporting state governments during and after the pandemic. 

2.2 SWAYAM 

SWAYAM was created to give learners access to Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in different 
subjects. It is popular among college students, working professionals, and independent learners who want to 
upgrade their knowledge. By 2023, more than 20 million learners had joined SWAYAM. Courses are 
designed and delivered by reputed institutions such as IITs and central universities, making high-quality 
education available online. 

2.3 PM eVidya 

PM eVidya was started during the pandemic as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative. Unlike online-only 
platforms such as DIKSHA and SWAYAM, it uses a combination of media – including 12 TV channels, 
community radio, and podcasts – to reach students. This has helped many children without internet access 
continue their education, with government data showing its reach extending to over 200 million students. 

2.4 Political Emphasis on Digital Education 

Political leadership has played a decisive role in shaping digital education. 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam often highlighted that technology in education would play a key role in making 
India a developed nation. 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s government introduced early ICT programs under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, laying 
foundations for digital learning. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has strongly promoted digital education through projects like Digital India, 
PM eVidya, and the proposed National Digital University. His idea of “One Nation, One Digital Platform” 
shows the political will to make education accessible to all. 

Several state governments, like Kerala with its Hi-Tech School Project and Delhi with Smart Classrooms, 
have also emphasized digital education at local levels. 

3. Addressing the Digital Divide 

3.1 Parents’ Role 

Parents today are important supporters of digital learning. Earlier, education was seen mainly as a classroom 
activity, but the pandemic changed this outlook. Parents learned to manage digital platforms, encouraged 
their children to study online, and in many cases bought smartphones or tablets even at financial strain. 

Parents also view digital learning as a way to help their children compete in exams. Platforms like Byju’s, 
Vedantu, and Unacademy are widely used for competitive exam preparation. The role of parents, therefore, 
is central in bridging the digital divide at the household level. 
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3.2 Digital Education for Non-School-Going Population 

Digital education benefits more than just children. 

Working professionals upgrade their skills using MOOCs on SWAYAM, NPTEL, or Coursera. 

Youth who dropped out of school use free platforms to learn vocational and technical skills. 

Rural adults are trained under programs like PMGDISHA, which has reached 40 million adults with basic 
digital literacy. 

Senior citizens increasingly learn smartphone use, digital banking, and online communication tools, helping 
them stay independent. 

Thus, digital education is extending its reach across all age groups, promoting lifelong learning. 

4. Opportunities and Challenges 

Digital education provides many opportunities: 

 Flexible and personalized learning 

 Improved teacher training 

 Global access to knowledge 

 Growth of entrepreneurship and skills for Atmanirbhar Bharat 

But there are also challenges: 

 Poor infrastructure in rural areas 

 Cost of devices and data 

 Language barriers 

 Lack of digital literacy among teachers and learners 

 Cybersecurity and privacy concerns 

4.1 Harmful or Negative Digital Content 

Another concern is exposure to harmful or misleading content. While government platforms are safe, 
students often use open spaces like YouTube or social media, where misinformation or hateful material 
exists. 

To counter this: 

 Stronger content moderation policies are required. 

 Schools should integrate digital ethics education to help students recognize trustworthy sources. 

 Parents and teachers must guide children toward safe platforms. 

5. Policy Interventions and Way Forward 

For digital education to succeed in building Atmanirbhar Bharat, India needs: 
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 Stronger infrastructure in rural areas (internet, electricity). 

 Affordable devices through government subsidies and public–private partnerships. 

 Content in regional languages to include all learners. 

 Teacher training programs for digital teaching methods. 

 Awareness campaigns for parents to support safe digital learning. 

 Monitoring and evaluation systems to track outcomes. 

 Full alignment with NEP 2020 goals to ensure inclusivity and lifelong learning. 

6. Conclusion 

Digital education is no longer futuristic—it is already here. Platforms like DIKSHA, SWAYAM, and PM 
eVidya have made education more inclusive, flexible, and resilient. Parents, political leaders, and even adult 
learners are now part of this transformation. 

At the same time, challenges such as unequal access, affordability, and harmful online content cannot be 
ignored. If these issues are handled with effective policies and collaborative efforts, digital education can 
empower citizens across all generations and help India move closer to the dream of Atmanirbhar Bharat. 
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