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Abstract:

This study critically re-evaluates the literary style and narrative innovations of Pyarichand Mitra,
foregrounding his decisive role in shaping the early contours of modern Bengali prose fiction. With
particular reference to his seminal novel Alaler Gharer Dulal, the research argues that Pyarichand Mitra’s
originality lies not simply in his preference for colloquial language, but in his systematic reorientation of
narrative form towards social realism and psychological immediacy.

The paper demonstrates that Pyarichand Mitra consciously displaced the ornate, moralising prose tradition
by introducing a conversational narrative voice, episodic structure and situational humour that mirror the
lived experiences of the emerging urban middle class. Satire, irony and dialogic spontaneity function as
integral narrative strategies through which social hypocrisy, cultural imitation and ethical uncertainty are
exposed. Rather than constructing idealised moral types, Pyarichand Mitra presents characters marked by

ambivalence, inconsistency and social aspiration, thereby anticipating a modern realist sensibility in
Bengali fiction.

Through close stylistic and structural analysis, the study reveals how Pyarichand Mitra’s narrative
technique redefines the relationship between literature and society. His fiction transforms storytelling into a
medium of social observation rather than moral instruction, allowing everyday life, domestic conflict and
urban manners to become legitimate subjects of literary representation.

The research concludes that Pyarichand Mitra’s lasting innovation resides in his synthesis of vernacular
expression, satirical realism and narrative flexibility. By grounding literary form in contemporary social
experience, he not only broadened the expressive possibilities of Bengali prose but also established a
foundational framework for the subsequent evolution of the modern Bengali novel.

Keywords: Narrative Innovation, Social Realism, Psychological Immediacy, Vernacularisation of Prose,
Satirical Narrative Strategy, Literature—Society Interface.

Introduction:

The formative phase of modern Bengali prose fiction has been widely discussed in existing scholarship as a
product of nineteenth-century socio-cultural transition, print capitalism and the emergence of a self-
conscious urban middle class. Within this critical tradition, Pyarichand Mitra is generally acknowledged as
one of the earliest practitioners of realist narrative and as a significant figure in the departure from ornate,
moralistic prose conventions. His pioneering novel, Alaler Gharer Dulal, is frequently cited in literary
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histories as an important milestone in the evolution of Bengali fiction, especially for its use of colloquial
language and its depiction of contemporary urban life.

Current scholarship, however, tends to approach Pyarichand Mitra primarily from a historical or sociological
standpoint—viewing his work mainly as a documentary reflection of social change or as a precursor to later
realist novelists. While such studies have successfully situated him within the broader framework of cultural
reform and emerging modernity, they have paid comparatively limited attention to the internal mechanics of
his narrative art. The stylistic logic of his prose, the structural organisation of his narrative episodes, the
function of humour and satire, and the reconfiguration of narrative voice have not been examined with
sufficient analytical depth. As a result, Pyarichand Mitra’s contribution is often reduced to linguistic
simplicity or historical priority, rather than being recognised as a complex literary intervention in narrative
form itself.

A significant gap therefore exists in the systematic study of how Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction transforms the
relationship between language, narrative authority and social representation. In particular, the ways in which
conversational discourse, episodic movement and ironic observation operate as deliberate narrative
strategies—rather than as incidental stylistic features—remain under-theorised. Furthermore, the
psychological texture of his characters and their role in articulating ethical uncertainty within a transitional
society have received little focused scholarly scrutiny.

The present research seeks to address these gaps by undertaking a close stylistic and structural analysis of
Pyarichand Mitra’s major fictional work, with special emphasis on narrative voice, character construction
and the functional use of satire. The study aims to demonstrate that Pyarichand Mitra’s literary innovation
lies in his conscious reorientation of prose towards experiential realism and narrative flexibility, thereby
establishing a foundational aesthetic framework for the development of the modern Bengali novel.

Rationale of the study:

The present study is undertaken to critically reassess the literary achievement of Pyarichand Mitra, whose
pioneering contribution to modern Bengali prose has often been acknowledged but insufficiently analysed in
terms of narrative form and stylistic innovation. While his novel Alaler Gharer Dulal is frequently cited as
an early example of realist fiction, systematic scholarly attention to the structural, linguistic and narrative
strategies that enabled this realism remains limited.

This study is therefore necessary to examine how Pyarichand Mitra consciously reoriented prose towards
colloquial expression, social observation and psychological immediacy, thereby transforming literature into a
medium capable of representing everyday urban experience. By foregrounding his stylistic experimentation
and narrative techniques, the research aims to clarify Pyarichand Mitra’s formative role in establishing the
aesthetic foundations of the modern Bengali novel and to recover his relevance within the broader discourse
on literary modernity in colonial India.

Review of the Releted literature:

Existing scholarship on the emergence of the modern Bengali novel has consistently recognised Pyarichand
Mitra as an important transitional figure, particularly through his pioneering work Alaler Gharer Dulal.
However, the critical emphasis in most academic writings has largely remained historical and descriptive
rather than analytically stylistic.

Standard literary histories, especially those authored by Sukumar Sen and Sisir Kumar Das, situate Mitra
within the formative phase of Bengali prose fiction and acknowledge his role in replacing highly
Sanskritised and rhetorical prose with a more conversational idiom. These studies underline his importance
as a precursor to later novelists and link his writing with the rise of an urban, English-educated middle class.
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While such accounts successfully map the socio-cultural background of his literary activity, they primarily
treat Pyarichand Mitra as a historical marker rather than as a stylist whose narrative techniques deserve
independent critical scrutiny.

Several journal articles and survey-based studies of nineteenth-century Bengali literature further emphasise
Pyarichand Mitra’s association with social reform and early realism. They identify satire, domestic realism
and everyday language as the distinctive features of his fiction. Yet, these works often remain limited to
thematic description—highlighting social hypocrisy, cultural imitation and moral decline—without closely
examining how narrative voice, dialogue, episodic structure and humour operate as formal strategies within
the text. Consequently, innovation is discussed largely in ideological terms rather than in relation to narrative
form.

Comparative studies that place Pyarichand Mitra alongside later canonical novelists, particularly Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay, generally portray Pyarichand Mitra as a preliminary or preparatory figure in the
evolution of the Bengali novel. Such comparisons tend to privilege the aesthetic maturity and ideological
complexity of later fiction, thereby unintentionally marginalising Pyarichand Mitra’s own creative
experimentation. His narrative practices are frequently presented as technically simple or artistically
tentative, instead of being analysed as deliberate formal departures from established prose traditions.

A further limitation of existing research lies in its relatively narrow focus on language reform. While
scholars rightly acknowledge Pyarichand Mitra’s use of colloquial Bengali as a landmark achievement, the
broader narrative implications of this linguistic shift—such as the emergence of conversational narration,
dialogic realism and ironic narrative authority—remain insufficiently theorised. Moreover, little sustained
attention has been paid to the psychological construction of his characters, whose ethical ambivalence and
social aspirations reflect the instability of a society undergoing rapid transformation.

Recent critical discussions on colonial modernity and print culture have expanded the interpretative
framework within which early Bengali fiction is studied. However, Pyarichand Mitra’s work continues to
appear only marginally within such debates, often serving as a brief illustrative example rather than as a
central case for examining narrative innovation.

The present study therefore seeks to extend existing scholarship by moving beyond historical positioning and
thematic generalisation. It aims to critically analyse Pyarichand Mitra’s stylistic strategies—particularly
narrative voice, structural design and satirical technique—in order to demonstrate that his contribution
constitutes not merely an early stage of realism but a consciously crafted literary reorientation that helped
establish the formal foundations of the modern Bengali novel.

Delimitation of the Study:

The present study confines itself to a close stylistic and narrative analysis of selected fictional writings of
Pyarichand Mitra, with primary emphasis on his seminal novel Alaler Gharer Dulal as the principal textual
corpus. The research is delimited to examining literary style, narrative voice, structural design and the use of
satire and realism as formal innovations. It does not undertake a biographical study of the author, nor does it
attempt a comprehensive socio-political history of nineteenth-century Bengal. Reception history, publication
economics and comparative assessments with later novelists are also beyond the scope of this inquiry.
Furthermore, the analysis is restricted to the original Bengali texts and does not engage with translated
versions. The study therefore remains focused exclusively on Pyarichand Mitra’s narrative techniques and
their contribution to the formation of modern Bengali prose fiction.

Statement of the problem:

Despite the acknowledged historical importance of Pyarichand Mitra in the formative phase of Bengali prose
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fiction, his literary achievement continues to be inadequately conceptualised within critical discourse.
Existing scholarship largely treats Pyarichand Mitra as a transitional or preliminary figure and repeatedly
foregrounds his pioneering use of colloquial language, particularly in his celebrated novel Alaler Gharer
Dulal. However, such evaluations tend to remain confined to descriptive or historical observations, leaving
the deeper structural and stylistic dimensions of his narrative practice insufficiently examined.

The central problem, therefore, lies in the absence of a systematic analytical framework through which
Pyarichand Mitra’s narrative voice, episodic structure, satirical technique and modes of character
construction can be understood as deliberate and coherent literary strategies. His innovation is frequently
interpreted as a by-product of social reform or linguistic modernisation, rather than as a conscious
reorientation of narrative form and aesthetic purpose. As a result, the complexity of his realist method, the
dialogic texture of his prose and the subtle reconfiguration of narrative authority remain critically under-
theorised.

Furthermore, the tendency to evaluate Pyarichand Mitra primarily in comparison with later canonical
novelists has contributed to the marginalisation of his independent creative logic. This has produced a
distorted understanding of early Bengali realism, where innovation is measured mainly by historical
precedence rather than by formal experimentation.

The problem addressed by the present study is thus the critical gap in recognising Pyarichand Mitra’s fiction
as a site of sustained stylistic and narrative innovation. Without such focused inquiry, the foundational role
of his work in shaping the aesthetic architecture of the modern Bengali novel remains only partially
understood.

Objective of the study and Research Questions:
e To critically examine the narrative and stylistic strategies of Pyarichand Mitra.
Research question:

How do narrative voice, dialogue, episodic structure and satire function as coherent literary strategies in his
fiction?

Measure of success:

Production of a systematic analytical framework demonstrating the formal logic of Pyarichand Mitra’s
narrative technique through close textual readings.

e To investigate the nature of literary innovation in Alaler Gharer Dulal as a foundational text of
modern Bengali prose.

Research question:

In what ways does the novel reorient prose from moral instruction to experiential and social realism?
Measure of success:

Identification and substantiation of specific stylistic and structural departures from earlier prose traditions.

e To analyse the relationship between narrative form and social representation in Pyarichand
Mitra’s works.

Research question:

How do character construction, humour and irony articulate social transition, ethical uncertainty and urban
middle-class experience?
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Measure of success:

Demonstrable correlation between narrative form and social diagnosis, supported by sustained textual
evidence.

e To reassess Pyarichand Mitra’s critical position in the history of the Bengali novel.
Research question:

Why should Pyarichand Mitra be recognised not merely as a transitional figure but as a formative innovator
of narrative form?

Measure of success:

A theoretically grounded re-evaluation that repositions Pyarichand Mitra within Bengali literary
historiography as a major architect of modern prose fiction.

Methodology of the study:

The present study adopts a qualitative, text-centred research design to achieve its objectives of analysing
literary style and narrative innovation in the works of Pyarichand Mitra, with primary focus on Alaler
Gharer Dulal.

The core data for this research will consist of authoritative Bengali editions of Pyarichand Mitra’s fictional
writings and a carefully selected body of peer-reviewed journal articles, critical monographs and literary
histories. Digital archives and university library databases (JSTOR, Shodhganga, INFLIBNET and National
Digital Library of India) will be used as the principal research platforms. A personal computer, reference-
management software (Zotero) and qualitative analysis software (NVivo) will serve as the primary research
equipment for data organisation, coding and retrieval.

Data collection will proceed in two stages. First, a close textual corpus will be prepared through systematic
extraction of passages illustrating narrative voice, dialogue, satire, episodic structure and character
construction. Secondly, secondary scholarly material dealing with early Bengali prose, realism and narrative
form will be compiled to construct the critical framework. To strengthen interpretative validity, a short open-
ended expert questionnaire will be distributed to a limited group of university teachers and researchers in
Bengali literature, focusing on their assessments of Pyarichand Mitra’s stylistic originality and narrative
contribution.

The analytical procedure will combine stylistic analysis, narratological examination and contextual
interpretation. Textual data will be coded thematically under categories such as narrative voice, colloquial
idiom, satire, realism and psychological representation. Comparative micro-analysis with earlier Bengali
prose traditions will be employed to identify specific formal departures and innovations. Responses from the
expert questionnaires will be subjected to qualitative content analysis to triangulate textual findings.

This methodology is deliberately limited to a focused textual corpus and clearly defined analytical tools,
ensuring that the project remains feasible, systematically structured and capable of producing verifiable and
critically grounded conclusions regarding Pyarichand Mitra’s literary innovation.

Analysis of the Objective:
«» Critically examine the narrative and stylistic strategies of Pyarichand Mitra.

The objective of critically examining the narrative and stylistic strategies of Pyarichand Mitra requires a
reorientation of critical attention from his historical significance to the internal architecture of his narrative
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art. Pyarichand Mitra’s originality does not merely reside in his departure from ornate and Sanskritised
prose, but in his conscious restructuring of narrative voice, representational focus and literary authority. In
his seminal work Alaler Gharer Dulal, narrative voice functions less as a moral instructor and more as an
ironic, socially embedded observer, enabling the text to negotiate meaning through situation, dialogue and
social interaction rather than through overt authorial judgement.

One of Pyarichand Mitra’s most distinctive strategies lies in his deployment of conversational discourse as a
structural principle. Dialogue is not simply a vehicle for character expression; it becomes the primary
narrative engine through which social values, cultural imitation and ethical contradictions are dramatized.
This dialogic texture dismantles the hierarchical distance between narrator and social world, allowing
everyday speech to emerge as a legitimate literary medium. Such stylistic reorientation produces a form of
narrative immediacy that aligns literary representation with lived urban experience.

Equally significant is Pyarichand Mitra’s episodic narrative construction. Instead of a tightly unified moral
plot, the narrative unfolds through loosely connected social situations. This fragmentation is not a technical
limitation but a deliberate stylistic choice that mirrors the discontinuities and uncertainties of a society
undergoing cultural transition. Satire and humour operate as subtle analytical tools, exposing social
pretension and moral ambiguity without collapsing into didacticism.

Furthermore, Pyarichand Mitra’s characters are shaped by psychological inconsistency and social aspiration
rather than by exemplary moral purpose. Through this strategy, he replaces allegorical representation with
experiential realism, foregrounding ethical uncertainty as a defining feature of modern subjectivity.

Critically examined, Pyarichand Mitra’s narrative and stylistic strategies reveal a systematic attempt to
transform Bengali prose into a flexible, socially responsive and aesthetically autonomous form. His
innovation lies in constructing realism not as passive reflection, but as an active narrative method that
reorganises language, perspective and character in order to articulate the complexities of emerging modern
life.

+ Investigate the nature of literary innovation in Alaler Gharer Dulal as a foundational text of
modern Bengali prose.

The objective of investigating the nature of literary innovation in Alaler Gharer Dulal demands a
reassessment of its aesthetic logic as a foundational text of modern Bengali prose rather than merely an early
or experimental narrative. Authored by Pyarichand Mitra, the novel inaugurates a decisive shift in the
function of prose—from moral exposition to experiential representation—thereby reconfiguring both
narrative form and literary purpose.

Its primary innovation lies in the transformation of narrative voice. The text abandons the elevated,
sermonising authority typical of earlier prose and adopts an observational, often ironic narrative stance that
allows social meaning to emerge through action, dialogue and situation. This stylistic reorientation
establishes a new epistemology of storytelling, where truth is not declared by an authorial voice but inferred
through social interaction and behavioural detail.

Equally significant is the novel’s structural innovation. Instead of constructing a linear moral plot, the
narrative advances through episodic scenes that depict domestic life, social encounters and urban manners.
This fragmentary design is not an aesthetic inadequacy; it functions as a representational strategy suited to a
society marked by cultural dislocation, shifting aspirations and ethical instability. The episodic form enables
the narrative to register multiple social registers and competing value systems without resolving them into a

single moral framework.
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Language constitutes another decisive site of innovation. The systematic use of colloquial, conversational
Bengali does more than democratise literary expression; it reshapes narrative texture itself. Dialogue
becomes the principal carrier of social meaning, while humour and satire operate as analytical instruments
that expose cultural imitation, moral pretension and social hypocrisy with understated precision. Through
this technique, realism emerges not as a documentary impulse but as a critical mode of social interpretation.

Furthermore, the novel’s characters are constructed as psychologically inconsistent and socially mobile
subjects rather than as idealised moral types. Their ethical ambiguity articulates the contradictions of an
emerging urban middle class negotiating between inherited norms and newly internalised modern values.

Thus, the literary innovation of Alaler Gharer Dulal lies in its integrated transformation of voice, structure,
language and character. It establishes a new narrative grammar for Bengali prose—one grounded in social
observation, stylistic flexibility and experiential realism—thereby laying the aesthetic foundations of the
modern Bengali novel.

+¢ Relationship between narrative form and social representation in Pyarichand Mitra’s works.

The objective of examining the relationship between narrative form and social representation in the works of
Pyarichand Mitra seeks to demonstrate that, in his fiction, form itself becomes a critical instrument for
interpreting social reality. Pyarichand Mitra’s narratives do not merely depict nineteenth-century Bengali
society; they structurally reproduce its tensions, contradictions and transitional character through carefully
designed narrative strategies.

In his seminal novel Alaler Gharer Dulal, social experience is articulated primarily through an episodic and
situational narrative pattern. The loose sequencing of domestic scenes, social encounters and everyday
interactions reflects the fragmented and unstable moral landscape of an emerging urban middle class. Rather
than imposing a unified ideological resolution, the narrative form preserves social plurality, enabling
multiple value systems—traditional morality, colonial modernity and social aspiration—to coexist in
unresolved tension. This structural openness mirrors the historical condition of a society negotiating cultural
reorientation.

Pyarichand Mitra’s dialogic narrative technique further intensifies this representational logic. Dialogue
functions not only as a stylistic feature but as a social register through which class attitudes, linguistic
mimicry and ethical contradictions are disclosed. Conversational exchanges expose social pretension and
cultural imitation more effectively than authorial commentary, allowing social meaning to emerge from
interaction rather than narration. In this sense, narrative form becomes performative: society is revealed
through speech patterns, tonal shifts and communicative failure.

Equally significant is the ironic narrative stance that mediates between events and interpretation. The
restrained, observational voice avoids direct moral judgement and instead invites readers to infer social
critique from behaviour and consequence. Such narrative distancing dismantles the didactic mode of earlier
prose and aligns representation with experiential realism.

Character construction further consolidates the form—society relationship. Pyarichand Mitra’s protagonists
are psychologically inconsistent, ethically ambivalent and socially mobile figures whose instability embodies
the contradictions of colonial urban life. Their narrative trajectories are not organised around moral
redemption but around exposure to social pressures and aspirations.

Thus, Pyarichand Mitra’s narrative form operates as a mode of social analysis. Episodic structure, dialogic
realism and ironic mediation collectively transform fiction into a diagnostic space where social change is not

merely described but structurally encoded within narrative design itself.
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¢ Reassess Pyarichand Mitra’s critical position in the history of the Bengali novel.

The objective of reassessing the critical position of Pyarichand Mitra in the history of the Bengali novel
seeks to move beyond the entrenched tendency to treat him merely as a preliminary or transitional figure.
Traditional literary historiography has largely evaluated Mitra through a linear evolutionary model, in which
his work is valued chiefly for its chronological priority before the emergence of more canonised novelists
such as Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay. Such a framework implicitly measures literary importance in
terms of later aesthetic consolidation, rather than in relation to the originality of formal intervention.

This objective proposes a critical reorientation of that historical narrative. Pyarichand Mitra’s significance
must be reassessed not as an early, technically imperfect stage of novelistic development, but as a writer who
actively redefined the narrative grammar of Bengali prose. His fiction—most notably Alaler Gharer Dulal—
introduces a new logic of storytelling grounded in conversational narration, episodic social scenes and ironic
narrative mediation. These strategies represent a structural break from earlier moralistic and rhetorically
elevated prose traditions, and therefore constitute a foundational rather than derivative moment in the
formation of the Bengali novel.

Reassessing Pyarichand Mitra’s position also requires challenging the dominant critical habit of equating
literary maturity with ideological coherence and unified plot construction. Pyarichand Mitra’s fragmented
narrative movement, ethical ambiguity and social observation have often been interpreted as signs of artistic
limitation. This study, however, reads these features as deliberate formal responses to a historically unstable
social world shaped by urbanisation, cultural imitation and shifting moral authority.

By foregrounding Pyarichand Mitra’s narrative strategies as conscious aesthetic choices, this research aims
to reposition him as a formative architect of realist prose practice. Such a reassessment reconfigures the
genealogy of the Bengali novel itself, recognising Pyarichand Mitra not as a marginal precursor, but as a
central innovator whose narrative experiments made later developments in Bengali fiction both possible and
intelligible.

Findings at a Glance:

The consolidated analysis of the stated objectives establishes that Pyarichand Mitra emerges as a decisive
formal innovator in the making of modern Bengali prose rather than a merely chronological precursor. His
most significant contribution lies in the reconfiguration of narrative authority: the narrator in his fiction
operates as an ironic and socially embedded observer, replacing overt moral commentary with situational
and dialogic meaning-production.

A key finding is that conversational dialogue functions as the structural core of narration. Speech patterns,
tonal shifts and everyday idioms become the principal vehicles through which class consciousness, cultural
imitation and ethical conflict are articulated, thereby transforming language into an instrument of social
analysis.

The study further demonstrates that the episodic narrative design of Alaler Gharer Dulal constitutes a
deliberate representational strategy. Narrative fragmentation mirrors the moral and ideological instability of
a rapidly transforming urban society and enables the coexistence of competing value systems without
imposed resolution.

Another decisive finding concerns character construction. Mitra’s protagonists are psychologically unstable,
ethically ambivalent and socially aspirational figures whose internal contradictions embody the tensions of
colonial modernity. This shift from allegorical types to experiential subjects marks a foundational transition

towards realist narrative consciousness.
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Finally, the reassessment of Mitra’s literary position confirms that his stylistic synthesis of conversational
narration, ironic mediation, episodic plotting and satirical realism establishes a new narrative grammar for
Bengali fiction. His innovation lies not in linguistic simplification alone, but in redefining prose as a flexible,
socially diagnostic and aesthetically autonomous medium—thereby laying the formal foundations upon
which the modern Bengali novel was subsequently constructed.

Significance of the Study: The present study is significant for advancing a critically grounded
understanding of Pyarichand Mitra as a formative innovator of modern Bengali narrative form rather than as
a merely transitional literary figure. By foregrounding stylistic design, narrative voice and structural
organisation—particularly in Alaler Gharer Dulal—the research redirects critical attention from historical
acknowledgement to formal and aesthetic intervention.

This study contributes to Bengali literary scholarship by establishing that Pyarichand Mitra’s realism is not a
passive reflection of society but an active narrative method through which social contradictions, cultural
imitation and ethical uncertainty are structurally encoded. It therefore enriches current debates on the
emergence of the Bengali novel by demonstrating how conversational narration, episodic plotting and ironic
mediation collectively constitute a new narrative grammar.

The findings are also pedagogically and historiographically relevant, offering a revised critical framework
for teaching early Bengali prose and reassessing the genealogy of the modern novel. By restoring Pyarichand
Mitra’s centrality in the evolution of narrative practice, the study strengthens the theoretical understanding of
literary modernity in colonial Bengal and provides a methodological model for future stylistic and
narratological research.

Suggestions for the Further Study:

Future research may extend the present inquiry by undertaking a comparative narratological study of
Pyarichand Mitra with later canonical novelists—particularly Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay—in order
to trace how Pyarichand Mitra’s conversational narration, episodic plotting and ironic mediation were
transformed, refined or resisted in subsequent Bengali fiction.

A focused reception-based study on the contemporary and early twentieth-century readership of Alaler
Gharer Dulal may further illuminate how Pyarichand Mitra’s stylistic departures were culturally negotiated
and institutionally legitimised.

Further research may also explore gendered representation and domestic discourse in Pyarichand Mitra’s
narrative world to examine how realism intersects with emerging social identities. In addition, digital text-
analytic methods—such as dialogue mapping and lexical pattern analysis—can be employed to empirically
verify the structural centrality of conversational language and satire in his prose. Such interdisciplinary
approaches would deepen the understanding of Pyarichand Mitra’s narrative innovation and consolidate his
position within the broader history of literary modernity in Bengal.

Conclusion: The present study conclusively demonstrates that Pyarichand Mitra occupies a foundational and
innovative position in the evolution of modern Bengali prose. Far from being a merely transitional figure,
Mitra emerges as a conscious re-designer of narrative form whose literary practice transforms storytelling
into a socially responsive and aesthetically autonomous medium. Through a systematic reorientation of
narrative voice, dialogic structure and episodic organisation, his fiction replaces moral prescription with
experiential realism and critical social observation.

A close examination of Alaler Gharer Dulal reveals that conversational language, ironic mediation and
situational humour function as structural principles rather than stylistic embellishments. These strategies
enable the representation of social contradiction, cultural imitation and ethical uncertainty as intrinsic
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elements of narrative design. Equally significant is Pyarichand Mitra’s reconfiguration of character as
psychologically unstable and socially mobile subjects, thereby articulating the emerging consciousness of a
transitional urban society.

The study therefore affirms that Pyarichand Mitra’s literary innovation lies in establishing a new narrative
grammar for Bengali prose—one that integrates form and social meaning. His work laid the aesthetic and
structural foundations upon which the modern Bengali novel was subsequently constructed.
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