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Abstract:

Reported is the study of teacher students’ attitude towards blended learning at Purba Medinipur District in
West Bengal. The present paper aims to study teacher students’ attitude towards blended learning at Purba
Medinipur. The investigators collected data from 100 teacher students of Purba Medinipur district in West
Bengal by using Purposive sampling and an attitudinal scale was developed. Results of the study were i)
female teacher students possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than the male teacher
students, ii) teacher students faith in Hinduism possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than
the teacher students faith in Muslim, iii) teacher students having SC caste possess more positive attitude
towards blended learning than the teacher students among General, ST & OBC, iv) urban teacher students
possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than the Semi urban and rural teacher students, v)
teacher students coming from rich family possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than the
teacher students from Medium and Poor economic conditions family.
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Introduction:

Blended learning is a student-centered approach. Blended learning approach is both traditional (face-to-face
interaction between teacher and student) & e-learning (online means asynchronous and/ or synchronous)
approach. (Graham, 2006) & (Graham, Woodfield, & Harrison, 2013)

This approach has enabled learning boundless of time and place. It is been flexible, versatile approach to the

teaching-learning system so that, one can easily access and learn according to one’s own schedule. (Garrison
and Vaughan, 2008)

In late 1990s blended learning had been expanded as a modern form of e-learning. For distance learning
method this type of modern e-learning process used as an innovative way of teaching to simplify learning
and encourage learners to use this type of high-quality technical method. It had used to shift focus more from
teachers to learners. For ensuring highly effective educational outcome this blended learning approach was
used to change strategies of presenting educational content as well as educational process for students. The
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proficiency of the process of teaching could be improved by upgrading quality learning, applying new
improved technologies and training. (Taylor, 1995; Al-Husban, Shorman, 2020; & Alsalhi et al., 2019)

To gather information about the importance of the hybrid or blended learning in educational system, has to
learn about a distinctive research importance. For this purpose, different research studies have shown the
impact of blended learning on the achievement of students, obstacles, limitation faced by them and with the
help of hybrid learning how they conquer those obstacles. Also shown the learners and teachers’ attitude and
perception toward blended learning as their liking and disliking this modern education technique.
(Almwazbh, Zaabi, 2020; Alsalhi et al., 2019; Saifuddin, 2019; Al-Saleh, 2018; Birbal et al., 2018;
Emelyanova, Voronina, 2017; KM Eshreteh, M. & Hisham Siaj, A. 2017; Ja’ashan, 2015; Al-Sawalha et al.,
2013; Al sied, 2011; Akkoyunlu, Soylu, 2006).

Now a present days, students have more enjoyed blended learning (both offline and online teaching). For
offline classroom, they present physically, in real classroom situation. As a result, they can interact face to
face with the teachers even they can easily resolve their problems hand to hand & solve their education
related query. In their physical presence, they have got many friends and interact with each other for their
group works and also play together as a result co-operative mind have been developed in them and also their
physical and mental growth have been developed not only mental and physical development but also, they
can motivate positively towards their learning.

In the same way, in online classroom students have enjoyed same as offline classes because they can access
same platform like offline classes.

During the spread of COVID-19 pandemic, there has an urge to replace traditional teaching system with
blended one to ensure the continuation of education system. For the flexibility of blended learning approach
both the educator and the learner has established direct communication and interaction between peer as well
via their personal phone, computers, laptops etc. (Khan, M. S. & Abdou, B. 2020.)

So, in the present situation of COVID-19, it is more beneficial for all learners. They can attend online class
from home easily by maintain their physical distance & they have played an important role in society to stop
spread of COVID-19. Through this online class they can fulfil their educational dreams. In the blended
learning process, online learning and teacher- related learning are equally important. The online environment
provides students with the opportunity to control the pace, time, place and path of learning. It helps develop
planning skills, self-control and self-regulation, and also gives freedom. Teaching with the teacher is an
important part of blended learning. The role of the teacher varies according to the needs of the students.
Pupils of elementary grades need almost constant presence of a teacher in a class. The teacher demonstrates
patterns of behaviour and thinking, ways of building relationships. Teenagers, students and adults need more
likely a tutor, adviser, and specialist.

So, after studying available related research areas, have got to know about the research gap that no such
research has come-across to this particular part of research area “STUDY ON TEACHER-STUDENTS’
ATTITUDE TOWARDS BLENDED LEARNING AT PURBA MEDINIPUR

Objective:
To study on Teacher Students’ attitude towards blended learning

Hypothesis:

a) °H,- There would be no significant difference between male teacher students’ and female teacher
students’ attitude towards blended learning.
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b) %H,- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students’ attitude towards blended
learning on the criteria of religion.

C) %H;- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students’ attitude towards blended
learning on the criteria of caste.

d) %H,- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students’ attitude towards blended
learning on the criteria of habitat.

e) %Hs- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students’ attitude towards blended
learning on the criteria of family economic condition.

Method of the Study:

In any such work methodology is one of the basic issues of quality research work. It is really a total
approach of getting involved with the problem and finally coming out with concrete result. Without
appropriate methodology the fundamental purpose may be destroyed. In view of the situation, the concept
and operation related to methodology have been given due important in

the study. In the present investigation descriptive survey method have employed to find out the significant
difference in attitude of Teacher students towards blended learning.

Sample:

For collection of relevant data on the topic the researchers collected data from 100 teacher students by
using purposive sampling technique. To constitute the sample 10 teachers training college were
conveniently selected from Contai (sub-division) under Purba Medinipur district of West Bengal.

Variables:

Table 1: Showing the variables distribution

Dependent variable Independent variable

Gender

Religion

Teacher students’ attitude towards blended learning Caste

Habitat

Parent’s economic condition

Tool:

For collection of data the researchers developed a questionnaire ‘Teacher students attitude towards
blended learning’ with the help eminent person in the field of Education. Teacher students’ approach,
socio economical aspects of the society, financial aspirations of the students, needs of the society, were
considered at the time of test development.

Results:

Table 2: Showing teacher students attitude towards blended learning on the basis of their gender
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°H,- There would be no significant difference between male teacher students and female teacher
students’ attitude towards blended learning.

Gender Total no. mean od Standar Jf test significa
sample d error nce
Male 44 9.4091 97213 .14655 98 2.005 .048
Female 56 9.8036 98016 .13098

From Table 2 it is found that female teacher students possess more positive attitude towards blended learning
than the male teacher students and this difference of knowledge is significant at.05 level of significance.

Table 3: Showing teacher students attitude towards blended learning on the basis of their Religion

%H,- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students’ attitude towards blended learning
on the criteria of religion.

RELIGION Total no. mean sd Standard df t test significance
sample error
Hindu 60 9.3667 1.17843 15213 98 4.262 .000
Muslim 40 8.3750 1.07864 .17055
Total 100

From Table 3 it is found that teacher students faith in Hinduism possess more positive attitude towards
blended learning than the teacher students faith in Muslim and this difference of knowledge is significant
at.01 level of significance.

Table 4: Showing teacher students attitude towards blended learning on the basis of their Caste

%H;- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students attitude towards blended learning
on the criteria of caste.

CASTE Total no. mean sd Standard df F-test significance
sample error
GEN 40 9.5250 .96044 15186 3 5.188 .002
SC 25 8.9200 | 1.03763 20753 96
ST 15 8.4000 .98561 25448
OBC 20 9.3000 | 1.08094 24170
Total 100

It is found that teacher students having SC caste possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than
the teacher students among General, ST & OBC and this difference of knowledge is significant at.01 level of
significance. Same result was established in t test.




Table 5: Showing teacher students attitude towards blended learning on the basis of their Habitat

%H,- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students attitude towards blended learning
on the criteria of habitat.

HABITAT Total no. mean sd Standard df F test | significance
sample error
Rural 30 8.6000 | 1.06997 | .19535 2 11.503 .000
Semi-urban 32 8.9063 | .96250 17015 97
Urban 38 9.7368 | 1.03151 | .16733
Total 100

The table shows that urban teacher students possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than the
Semi urban and rural teacher students and this difference of knowledge is significant at.01 level of
significance. Same result was established in t test.

Table 6: Showing students’ knowledge about uses of Internet of college going learner on the basis of Family
Economic Condition

Hs- There would be no significant difference among the teacher students’ attitude towards blended
learning on the criteria of family economic condition.

Famélznlz(i:ggsmic l;z‘ilprll:' mean sd St:gc(i)e;rd df | Ftest | significance
Rich 28 9.5000 1.00000 .18898 2 | 21952 .000
Medium 42 8.7857 1.07149 16533 97
Poor 30 7.4333 1.54659 28237
Total 100

It is observed that teacher students coming from rich family possess more positive attitude towards blended
learning than the teacher students from Medium and Poor economic conditions family. This difference of
knowledge is significant at.01 level of significance. Same result was established in t test.

Findings:

1. Tt is found that female teacher students possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than the
male teacher students

2. It is found that teacher students’ faith in Hinduism possess more positive attitude towards blended
learning than the teacher student’s faith in Muslim

3. It is found that teacher students having SC caste possess more positive attitude towards blended learning
than the teacher students among General, ST & OBC

4. That urban teacher students possess more positive attitude towards blended learning than the Semi urban
and rural teacher students.
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5. Tt is observed that teacher students coming from rich family possess more positive attitude towards
blended learning than the teacher students from Medium and Poor economic conditions family.

Discussion:

The Purpose of this paper was to determine the teacher-students’ attitude towards blended learning at Purba—
Medinipur. In this study, the researchers find that teacher-students’ attitude towards blended learning is less
their rural students. Actually, in this area, rural people could not get proper opportunity in network
connection. There is very Poor network, so they could not properly use internet connection and also find that
they have limited money. So, they don’t want to bare extra money for this purpose. Basically, they have
much digital illiteracy about technology. But in comparison to Urban area the People have much Knowledge
about digital technology and they significantly preferred to use ICT. Study by Kaur, M. (2013) also focused
that blended learning is more challenging for all learners. He wants to develop technical competency to
apply blended learning. Then, we look out at that female teacher-students possess more positive attitude
towards blended learning than the male teacher-students. Because most of female teachers are married, so
they cannot go to their institution properly, for that blended learning system they can get online facility to do
classes properly. And also find that most of female teachers are home sick. So, they can easily to do Class at
home but male teacher do not accept this because, they do not want to stay at home. They want to go to
institution for study.

In this study, it is found that teacher-student faith in Hinduism possess more positive attitude towards
blended learning than the teacher-students faith in Muslim, we find that there is a big gender biasness
because Hindu are more interesting about to their study, they have more knowledge about offline learning
and online learning. They have sufficient knowledge about technology. They have no digital divide. They
can access technological instrument and they are more attentive about their study. But Muslim teacher
students do not have interest about their learning, they are not serious about their professional life. They have
big gap about blended learning, because most of them do not use technology for study.

It is observed that teacher-students coming from rich family possess more positive attitude towards blended
learning then teacher-students from medium and poor economic conditions. Because, in this blended
learning, we need smart phone, laptop or computers, internet connection which the teacher students from rich
family can easily available technological gadgets rather than others.

Another result showed that teacher students having SC caste possess more positive attitude towards blended
learning than the teacher-students among General, ST & OBC caste. This result is highlighted that teacher
students from SC category education level is increasing day by day. At the time of survey, the researchers
observed that SC teacher students have too much backwardness to study, their parents do not interest to
provide education to their children, even they do not have any idea about higher studies. That may be the
main causes of high attitude towards blended learning than others. Study by Ma’arop, H. A. & Embi, A. M.
(2016) also highlighted the positive attitude towards blended learning and they recommended to
implementing this blended learning in higher education. After covid pandemic teacher students also felt the
importance of blended learning. It is the high time to implement the blended learning in higher education for
the qualitative education.
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