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Abstract:

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is a comprehensive program launched by the Ministry of Education to improve the
quality, accessibility, and equity of school education in India. The scheme integrates previous initiatives
such as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Rashtriva Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan, and Teacher Education Scheme
into a single framework covering education from pre-primary to senior secondary levels. It aims to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education while promoting digital learning, teacher training, and
infrastructure development. This study examines the role of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan in strengthening the
Indian education system, highlighting its contributions, challenges, and policy implications.

Keywords: Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, School Education, Educational Policy, Inclusive Education, Quality
Education.

1. Introduction:

Education plays a crucial role in national development and social transformation. In India, several
educational policies and schemes have been introduced to expand access to schooling and improve quality.
One of the most comprehensive initiatives is the SamagraShikshaAbhiyan, launched in 2018 by the Ministry
of Education.

The scheme integrates earlier programmes such as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA), and the Teacher Education Scheme to create a unified framework for school
education from preschool to class XII. The primary aim of Sarva Shiksha is to ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education in line with the goals of UNESCO and the global objectives of Sustainable Development
Goal 4.

Sarva Shiksha focuses on improving infrastructure, teacher capacity building, digital education, gender
equality, and learning outcomes. The scheme emphasizes the use of technology in education through
initiatives such as smart classrooms and digital resources. It also supports children with special needs and
promotes vocational education.

In the contemporary education system, Sarva Shiksha plays a vital role in bridging gaps between elementary
and secondary education while addressing issues such as dropout rates, poor infrastructure, and inequality in
access to education.
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2. Significance of the Study:

The significance of studying Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan lies in its transformative role in the Indian education
system. The program has significantly contributed to improving access, equity, and quality of school
education.

First, the scheme helps integrate fragmented educational initiatives into a unified system. This integration
improves administrative efficiency and ensures better coordination between different educational levels.

Second, Samagra Shiksha focuses on inclusive education. It provides special support for girls, children with
disabilities, and students from disadvantaged communities, thereby promoting social justice and equality.

Third, the scheme emphasizes quality improvement through teacher training, innovative teaching methods,
and learning assessment. Teacher professional development programs aim to enhance classroom practices
and improve student learning outcomes.

Fourth, the scheme promotes digital education and modern learning environments. Through the introduction
of smart classrooms, ICT labs, and digital learning platforms, it supports the integration of technology into
teaching and learning.

Finally, understanding the impact of Samagra Shiksha is important for policymakers, educators, and
researchers as it provides insights into the effectiveness of large-scale educational reforms in India.

3. Review of Literature:

Several scholars have examined the role of government initiatives in improving educational access and
quality in India.

According to Anita Rampal (2019), integrated educational policies play a crucial role in addressing
disparities in school education. Rampal emphasized that a unified approach like Samagra Shiksha helps
streamline resources and improve educational governance.

Geeta Gandhi Kingdon (2020) highlighted that school education reforms in India must focus on improving
teacher quality and learning outcomes. She noted that government schemes such as Samagra Shiksha have
the potential to strengthen institutional capacity in schools.

Research by Rukmini Banerji (2018) indicated that many students in Indian schools face learning difficulties
despite high enrolment rates. Programs under Samagra Shiksha attempt to address this issue by promoting
foundational literacy and numeracy.

Studies conducted by the National Council of Educational Research and Training also suggest that digital
learning initiatives under Samagra Shiksha can enhance classroom engagement and improve teaching
effectiveness.

Furthermore, UNESCO (2021) reports emphasize that integrated education systems help achieve sustainable
development goals by ensuring inclusive and equitable learning opportunities.

Overall, the literature suggests that while government schemes like Samagra Shiksha have improved access
and infrastructure, challenges remain in terms of effective implementation and monitoring.

4. Objectives of the Study:

1. To examine the concept and structure of Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan in India.
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2. To analyze the role of Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan in improving school education.
3. To study the impact of Samagra Shiksha on educational quality and inclusiveness.
4. To identify challenges and policy implications related to the implementation of Samagra Shiksha.
5. Methodology:
This study is based on a qualitative research approach using secondary data sources.
Sources of Data:
e Government reports of the Ministry of Education
e Publications of NCERT
e Research articles and journals
e Reports of international organizations such as UNESCO
Method of Analysis:

The collected data were analyzed through descriptive and analytical methods to understand the role and
impact of Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan in the education system.

6. Analysis and Discussion:

The implementation of SamagraShikshaAbhiyan represents a significant step in reforming the Indian
education system. The scheme addresses several dimensions of school education, including access, equity,
quality, infrastructure, teacher development, and digital learning,

6.1 Expansion of Educational Access:

One of the primary objectives of Samagra Shiksha is to ensure universal access to education. The scheme
supports the construction of schools, classrooms, laboratories, and libraries in rural and underserved areas.
This has significantly increased school enrolment rates, particularly among disadvantaged communities.

The integration of elementary and secondary education under a single program ensures continuity in the
learning process. Students who previously dropped out after primary education now have greater
opportunities to continue their studies at higher levels.

6.2 Promotion of Inclusive Education:

Inclusive education is a key component of Samagra Shiksha. The scheme provides support for children with
special needs, including assistive devices, specialized teachers, and accessible infrastructure.

Special initiatives are also implemented to promote girls’ education. Scholarships, residential schools, and
safety measures encourage greater participation of girls in school education.

These initiatives contribute to reducing gender disparities and promoting social equity in education.
6.3 Improvement of Educational Infrastructure:

Infrastructure development is another major focus of Samagra Shiksha. The scheme provides funds for
building classrooms, laboratories, toilets, and drinking water facilities.
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Improved infrastructure creates a better learning environment for students and enhances their academic
performance. Schools equipped with proper facilities can provide a more engaging and effective educational
experience.

6.4 Teacher Training and Professional Development:

Teachers play a central role in improving educational quality. Samagra Shiksha emphasizes continuous
professional development for teachers through training programs and workshops.

Teacher training programs focus on innovative teaching methods, child-centered pedagogy, and the use of
digital technologies in the classroom. These programs aim to improve teaching effectiveness and student
learning outcomes.

6.5 Digital Education and Technology Integration:

Technology has become an essential component of modern education. Samagra Shiksha promotes digital
learning through smart classrooms, ICT labs, and online educational resources.

Digital platforms enable teachers to access teaching materials and enhance classroom instruction. Students
can also benefit from interactive learning tools that make education more engaging and effective.

The integration of technology helps bridge the digital divide and prepares students for the demands of the
21%-century workforce.

6.6 Vocational Education and Skill Development:

Another important feature of Samagra Shiksha is the promotion of vocational education in schools.
Vocational courses provide students with practical skills and prepare them for employment opportunities.

Skill-based education helps students develop competencies that are relevant to the modern economy. It also
reduces the gap between education and employment.

7. Challenges in Implementation:
Despite its many achievements, the implementation of Samagra Shiksha faces several challenges.

One major challenge is the shortage of trained teachers in many schools. Inadequate teacher availability
affects the quality of education and limits the effectiveness of educational programs.

Another challenge is the unequal distribution of resources between urban and rural schools. Rural areas often
face difficulties in implementing digital education initiatives due to limited infrastructure and connectivity.

Administrative inefficiencies and lack of effective monitoring mechanisms can also hinder the successful
implementation of the scheme.

Addressing these challenges requires coordinated efforts from policymakers, educators, and government
institutions.

8. Limitations of the Study:
1. The study is based on secondary data sources.
2. It does not include primary data collected from schools or teachers.

3. The analysis is limited to general national trends rather than specific regional case studies.
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9. Policy Suggestions:
1. Increase funding for infrastructure and digital resources in rural schools.
2. Strengthen teacher training programs and professional development initiatives.
3. Improve monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to ensure effective implementation.
4. Promote community participation in school management.
5. Expand vocational education programs to enhance employability skills.
10. Conclusion:

The Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan represents a major milestone in the development of school education in India.
By integrating various educational programs into a unified framework, the scheme has significantly
improved access, equity, and quality in education. The program has contributed to infrastructure
development, teacher training, digital learning, and inclusive education. However, challenges related to
resource distribution, teacher shortages, and implementation gaps remain. Addressing these challenges
requires strong policy support, effective monitoring, and collaborative efforts from all stakeholders. With
sustained commitment and strategic planning, Sarva Shiksha can play a crucial role in transforming the
Indian education system and achieving the goal of quality education for all.

References:

e Banerji, R. (2018). Annual status of education report. ASER Centre.

e Batra, P. (2016). Teacher education in India. Routledge.

o Chakrabarti, A. (2019). Educational reforms in India. Oxford University Press.

e Government of India. (2018). SamagraShiksha framework for implementation. Ministry of Education.
e Government of India. (2020). Educational statistics at a glance. Ministry of Education.

e Jha, J., &Parvati, P. (2015). Schooling in India. Oxford University Press.

e Kingdon, G. (2020). The impact of education policies in India. Education Economics Journal.
e Kumar, K. (2010). Quality of education in India. NCERT.

e Mehrotra, S. (2019). Education policy and reform in India. Cambridge University Press.

e MHRD. (2019). SamagraShiksha annual report. Government of India.

e Mukherjee, A. (2017). Inclusive education in India. Sage Publications.

e NCERT. (2020). National achievement survey report.

e NUEPA. (2018). School education statistics.

e OECD. (2019). Education policy outlook.

e Rampal, A. (2019). Education reforms and policy challenges.

310 | Page




e Sharma, R. (2018). ICT in Indian education.

e Singh, A. (2017). Education and social change.

e Tilak, J. B. G. (2018). Education and development in India.
e UNESCO. (2021). Global education monitoring report.

e UNICEF. (2020). Education and equity report.

o  World Bank. (2019). Education sector analysis India.

e Yadayv, S. (2017). Educational planning in India.

e Zachariah, M. (2015). Educational development and policy.

Citation: Halder. S., (2026) “Role of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan in Education”, Bharati International Journal
of Multidisciplinary Research & Development (BIJMRD), Vol-4, Issue-01, January-2026.

311 | Page



