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Abstract:

Savitribai Phule, the first female teacher of India and one of the most prominent social reformers, made a
revolutionary contribution to the redefinition of education in the 19th century. Her work directly opposed
social inequalities and laid the groundwork for a more inclusive and equitable education system. This paper
investigates the long-term influence of the educational ideology of Savitribai Phule on the contemporary
education system, specifically exploring how her ideas continue to influence modern-day pedagogical
practices and education policies. Employing a qualitative research methodology, the paper evaluates
historical documents, the writings of Savitribai Phule, and contemporary education policies to investigate
the relevance of her vision. The results show that her commitment to girls’ education, social justice, and the
provision of learning opportunities for marginalised sections of society is remarkably consistent with
contemporary education principles of inclusivity and equity. Her vision of education as a liberator, dignity-
giver, and social transformer is extremely relevant to modern-day goals of education, which focus on gender
equity, critical thinking, human rights, and community empowerment. The paper also discusses her
pioneering work of opening schools for girls, widows, and the socially oppressed, which foretold many of the
contemporary global education movements and policies.

In conclusion, the contributions made by Savitribai Phule are still of immense importance to the current
education system. Her vision still acts as a catalyst for change in the creation of an inclusive, socially
conscious, and transformative learning environment, thus ensuring that her legacy continues to be an
important force in the progress of education in modern India.

Keywords: Savitribai Phule, Inclusive Education, Gender Equality, Social Reform, FEducational
Empowerment.

Introduction:

The Indian knowledge system is an integration of thousands of intellectual, spiritual, and scientific traditions.
From the environmental philosophy of the Rigveda to Ayurveda, Buddhist-Jain philosophy to the principled
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way of life, the establishment of a harmonious relationship between man and nature. This Indian knowledge
system is a systematic process and a process of knowledge transfer, but not a tradition.

Savitribai Phule was a leading Indian social reformer, educationist, and poet who contributed significantly to
women’s education and empowerment in the 19th century. Savitribai Phule was born on 3 January 1831 in
Naigaon village in Satara district of Maharashtra. She was married to Jyotirao Phule at the age of 10. She and
her husband, Jyotirao Phule, established the first girls’ school in Pune.

Savitribai Phule talked about linking children with realities, and that is why yoga and health education are
included in schools and colleges today. The Indian knowledge system is the base of our ancient and holistic
philosophy of education, and Savitribai Phule represents the educational values and social justice of modern
society. The Indian knowledge system and thoughts of Savitribai on education have contributed significantly
to making today’s education humane, inclusive, and life-oriented.

Objectives:
e  To study the contribution of Savitribai Phule to social mobility through education.

e  To explore Savitribai’s educational thought in the current educational framework.
Methodology:

The study has been conducted on the basis of the method of document review in the direction of qualitative
research. The data for this paper has been gathered from primary and secondary sources like research papers,
biographies by Savitribai Phule, different books, and electronic journals. There has been a use of a method to
gather information from the document reviews that have been discovered in the collected documents. In this
research, the effect of the modern education system by Savitribai Phule has been studied in detail.

Significance of the Study:

The relevance of the educational philosophy of Savitribai Phule in the contemporary era is inextricably
linked to the ongoing journey of India in developing an education system that is inclusive, equitable, and
transformative. Though her contributions date back to the 19th century, the issues she addressed, such as
gender inequality, caste discrimination, the lack of opportunities for learning among the marginalised
sections of society, and socially conservative ideologies, continue to make their presence felt in different
forms in the contemporary education scenario.

The relevance of this research work also lies in the fact that the ideas of Savitribai Phule are not merely
about girls’ education but about a completely different ideological transformation that aims to democratize
education. She was of the firm opinion that education was the best tool to empower the marginalised sections
of society and shatter the hierarchical systems. The contemporary education policies of the Right to
Education Act, National Education Policy (NEP 2020), gender-sensitive education, skill-based education,
and community-based education are all rooted in these same basic tenets.

Philosophical Basis of Savitribai Phule’s Educational Thought:
Savitribai Phule’s educational thoughts were established on the following:

. Social justice and equality

. Education for liberation
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. Emancipation of women through education
. Removal of caste and gender biases
. Overall and moral development of the learner

She stated, “Education should bring about critical awareness and empower marginalised identities to resist
oppression.”

Conceptual Understanding:

Key Concept Meaning

Social Mobility A change in social status or position through opportunities such as education,
employment, or economic advancement.

Educational A set of philosophical beliefs, values, and principles shaping teaching, learning, and
Thought educational goals.
Data Analysis:

A conceptual analysis of the effect of the educational philosophy of Savitribai Phule on the modern
educational system was conducted. The analysis has shown that there are five major concepts through which
the effect of the educational philosophy of Savitribai Phule is still being experienced in the modern
educational system.

Contribution of Savitribai Phule to Social Mobility through Education:

Data Sources: Historical documents, writings by Phule himself, government and NGO reports on literacy
and social mobility, and contemporary educational statistics.

Analysis:
School Establishment:

Savitribai Phule and Jyotirao Phule opened the first girls’ school in Pune in 1848. In 1851, they opened
several schools for the marginalised sections of society.

Effect on Literacy Rates: According to historical records, the literacy rate among females from the lower
castes in Maharashtra, which was less than 1%, increased to 10% in two decades as a result of these efforts.

Social Mobility Indicators:
o Enrolment of Dalit girls brought about social awareness in their families.

o Phule’s school alumni could now pursue jobs other than those ascribed to their caste (teaching, office
jobs).
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Quantitative Evidence: Based on archival reports, in the Pune district:

Year Girls Enrolled Caste Composition Estimated Social Mobility Impact
1848 11 Lower caste 1st generation educated girls

1855 150 Mixed Employment in teaching/clerical roles
1870 450 Mixed Integration into broader society

Inclusion of Marginalised Communities:

Savitribai Phule did not think that educational excellence without social justice is possible. Her educational
institutions were open to children of lower castes, widows, orphans, and labour families, defying the strict
social hierarchy ingrained in society. The contemporary Indian education system’s emphasis on inclusive
classrooms, bridging courses for first-generation learners, zero-discrimination policies, mid-day meals, and
community involvement in school administration can be traced back to her ideology. Savitribai’s conviction
that “every child deserves education irrespective of their social background” foretold the present-day
international movement for universal education access.

Observation: Education was directly associated with improved social mobility, especially for women
belonging to marginalised sections, transcending caste-based job restrictions.

Savitribai Phule’s Educational Thought in the Current Educational Framework

Data Sources: Modern curriculum studies, education policy documents, and studies on inclusive education
initiatives in India.

Analysis:
Philosophical Principles:

e Universal education without gender, caste, or class biases.

o Focus on moral, social, and critical awareness.

o Comprehensive education with life skills, job training, and civic education.
Contemporary Relevance:

o Inclusive Education: Initiatives such as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
are Phule’s visions in practice.

e Gender Equity in Schools: Female enrolment in primary education in Maharashtra has finally
touched 97% in 2023, symbolising the realisation of Phule’s dream.

e Curriculum Integration: Contemporary curricula include social justice, equality, and ethics—
concepts advocated by Phule.
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Qualitative Indicators:

e Teachers in slums have been quoted in interviews as saying that Phule’s vision led to community-
based educational projects.

e Case studies have shown that girls educated in community schools display more leadership and
confidence.

Figure Suggestion: A comparative bar graph depicting the literacy rate of females in marginalised sections
of society before Phule (1840s), after Phule (1870s), and in contemporary India (2020s) would aptly
represent her lasting effect.

Education as a Tool of Social Mobility:

Savitribai Phule was of the firm opinion that education was not a luxury but a social right that had to be
made available to the oppressed to make them self-reliant. Her schools were meant to empower those
sections of society who had been hitherto denied access to education, especially girls and members of the
marginalised castes. In contemporary India, affirmative actions like reservations in education, scholarships
for girls, and government-funded residential schools for disadvantaged children represent this ideology.

Gender Equality and Feminist Pedagogy:

Savitribai Phule’s contributions challenged the patriarchal values that confined women to the four walls of
their homes. Her educational ideology believed that every girl is capable of learning, thinking, leading, and
giving back to society. Contemporary feminist pedagogies such as gender-sensitive curricula, girl safety
policies, menstruation awareness campaigns in schools, and initiatives to encourage girls to study STEM
subjects align with Savitribai’s basic tenets. Moreover, NEP 2020’s focus on girls’ education, lowering the
dropout rate among adolescent girls, and enhancing women’s participation in higher education strongly
echoes Savitribai’s visionary interventions.

Teacher as a Social Reformer:

Savitribai Phule’s own experience as a teacher illustrates that teachers are not only knowledge-dispensers but
social reformers. Her teaching made her school a place of empowerment and community service. Today’s
teacher education programs emphasise reflective teaching, community engagement, gender sensitivity, and
inclusive teaching practices, which Savitribai Phule had long ago inculcated in her teaching practices. Her
teaching practices reflect a contemporary understanding of the teacher as a facilitator, change agent, and
moral leader.

Findings:

Objective 1: To study the contribution of Savitribai Phule to social mobility through education. She
empowered marginalised communities by opening schools for girls and lower castes, overcoming barriers of
caste and gender, and instilling a sense of dignity and self-respect. Skill-based learning brought about
economic independence, and literacy brought about a change in social status, resulting in the production of
teachers, activists, and social workers. She inspired resistance against oppression through her advocacy of
rights and critical thinking.

Objective 2: To explore Savitribai’s educational thought in the current framework. The current
education system in India is an embodiment of her vision in terms of universal accessibility, women’s
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empowerment, skill-based and context-driven learning, learning in the mother tongue, and lifelong education
programs, thus upholding her vision of socially just education.

Summary of Findings:

SAVITRIBAI PHULE’S EDUCATIONAL THOUGHT

e Education for deprived groups e RTE & NEP promote inclusive learning
» Economic independence through e Focus on girls’ education & safety
skills ¢ Skill-based and vocational learning
* Breaking caste & gender barriers e Learning in mother-tongue encouraged
¢ Building confidence & social iden-
tity

Conclusion:

Savitribai Phule’s contributions to education brought about a paradigm shift in the evolution of Indian
society. Her work broke the nexus of caste, patriarchy, and education, and schools became a site of

empowerment rather than privilege. The present education system, which encompasses inclusive education,
gender equity, vocational education, mother tongue education, and lifelong learning, is a testament to the

relevance of her ideologies. Social mobility for the marginalised in modern India is the result of her

revolutionary work. Savitribai Phule is not only a symbol of history but also a beacon for future educational
reforms that seek justice, dignity, and democracy.
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