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Abstract:

This study explores the socio-economic status of Muslim girl students pursuing higher education in rural
Murshidabad, West Bengal. Drawing from a sample of 100 respondents, it examines key socio-economic
indicators such as family income, parental education, access to government schemes, and the impact of
cultural constraints on their academic pursuits. This research employs a cross-sectional survey. The study
has been carried out with a sample size of 100 respondents, chosen through random sampling from various
colleges in rural Murshidabad. The data collection tool was a structured questionnaire that included
questions on socio-economic status, parental background, access to financial aid, and cultural challenges.
The data was analyzed using percentage to present findings in a clear and organized manner. The study
reveals that despite certain advancements, these students continue to face significant challenges related to
poverty and societal norms, impacting their ability to complete their education.
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Introduction:

Murshidabad, a district in West Bengal, has a significant Muslim population, particularly in rural areas.
Although education has made strides in recent decades, Muslim girl students in these areas still struggle with
socio-economic barriers that hinder their access to higher education. Murshidabad, a district in West Bengal,
India, is characterized by its rich historical heritage and significant Muslim population. Despite the cultural
vibrancy, the region faces considerable socio-economic challenges, particularly concerning women’s
education. The socio-economic status of Muslim girl students at the college level in Murshidabad reflects a
complex interplay of factors, including family income, parental education, cultural norms, and access to
educational resources.

The socio-economic status of Muslim girl students in Murshidabad is predominantly influenced by family
income and educational attainment. Many families belong to the lower economic strata, with a significant
portion earning below the poverty line. According to recent surveys, a considerable number of families
report a monthly income of less than INR 10,000, which places financial constraints on educational pursuits.
These economic challenges often lead to a lack of access to essential resources, such as books,
transportation, and tuition fees, ultimately affecting the academic performance and aspirations of students.
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Additionally, parental education plays a crucial role in shaping the educational landscape for girls. In many
cases, parents, particularly fathers, have low levels of educational attainment, which translates into a lack of
encouragement and support for their daughters’ educational ambitions. A significant percentage of Muslim
parents in Murshidabad are either illiterate or have only completed primary education. This lack of
educational background can hinder the aspirations of young girls, as families often prioritize immediate
economic contributions over long-term educational goals.

Cultural factors significantly impact the educational journey of Muslim girl students in Murshidabad.
Traditional gender roles often dictate that girls should focus on domestic responsibilities, leading to early
marriages and limited educational opportunities. Many families still adhere to conservative beliefs that
prioritize boys’ education over girls’, resulting in higher dropout rates among female students. Social stigma
associated with girls pursuing higher education further exacerbates the situation, as community expectations
can create barriers to academic success.

Review of Literature:

Gender disparities in education have been extensively documented, particularly in rural settings. According
to a report by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2020), girls
face numerous obstacles, including societal norms and familial responsibilities, which often lead to higher
dropout rates. Studies have shown that cultural attitudes towards gender roles significantly influence
educational opportunities for girls, particularly in conservative communities (Mahmood, 2018). In India,
girls from lower socio-economic backgrounds are disproportionately affected by these gender biases, leading
to inequitable access to education (Singh & Verma, 2021).

Parental education has been identified as a critical factor influencing children’s educational outcomes.
According to a study by Bhat & Suryanarayana (2018), higher levels of parental education are associated
with increased educational aspirations for their children, particularly daughters. In many rural settings,
parents with low educational attainment may lack the awareness of the importance of higher education for
girls, which can lead to early marriage and reduced educational aspirations for their daughters (Siddiqui,
2019). This phenomenon is particularly pronounced in communities where traditional gender roles are
deeply entrenched.

Cultural norms and practices play a pivotal role in shaping the educational experiences of Muslim girl
students. Research by Khan & Singh (2020) indicates that cultural attitudes towards women’s education,
particularly in rural Muslim communities, often prioritize domestic roles over academic pursuits. This results
in a significant gender gap in educational attainment. Additionally, cultural stigmas surrounding girls’
mobility further restrict their access to educational institutions, as highlighted by Rahman (2019),
emphasizing the need for community engagement and awareness programs to challenge these norms.

Significance of the Study:

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of the socio-economic conditions affecting Muslim girl
students at the college level. By examining factors such as family income, parental education, and cultural
constraints, the research aims to present a nuanced understanding of how these dynamics interplay to
influence educational outcomes. This knowledge is crucial for educators, policymakers, and researchers who
seek to understand the barriers faced by marginalized communities. Education is a fundamental right and a
catalyst for social change. This study highlights the specific challenges faced by Muslim girls in accessing
higher education, thereby drawing attention to the gender disparities prevalent in rural settings. By focusing
on this demographic, the research seeks to advocate for equitable educational opportunities and contribute to
the broader discourse on gender equality in education. In summary, the significance of this study on the
socio-economic status of Muslim girl students at the college level in rural Murshidabad extends beyond
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academic inquiry. It seeks to effect social change, inform policy, raise community awareness, and contribute
to the empowerment of girls through education. By understanding and addressing the barriers faced by these
students, the study aims to promote a more equitable educational landscape that benefits not only individuals
but also society as a whole.

Objectives of the study:
e To assess the socio-economic status of Muslim girls pursuing higher education in rural Murshidabad.

e To examine how family income, parental education, and cultural constraints impact their educational
journey.

e To explore the role of government schemes in supporting these students.
Methodology:
Method: This research employs a cross-sectional survey

Sample and Sampling: The study has been carried out with a sample size of 100 respondents, chosen
through random sampling from various colleges in rural Murshidabad.

Tool: The data collection tool was a structured questionnaire that included questions on socio-economic
status, parental background, access to financial aid, and cultural challenges.

Statistical Analysis: The data was analyzed using percentage to present findings in a clear and organized
manner.

Study Area: Murshidabad is a predominantly rural district in West Bengal. It has a high concentration of
Muslim communities, many of whom face economic challenges due to low literacy rates, inadequate
infrastructure, and lack of economic opportunities. This study focuses on female Muslim students enrolled in
undergraduate programs across various colleges in rural parts of the district.

Data Analysis, Interpretation and Presentation:

Table 1: Monthly Family Income of the Respondents

Family Monthly Income (INR) Frequency (N=100) Percentage (%)
Below 5000 35 35%
5000 — 10,000 40 40%
10,000 — 15,000 15 15%
Above 15,000 10 10%

The table shows that the majority (75%) of Muslim girl students come from families with monthly incomes
below INR 10,000, with 35% of them belonging to households earning less than INR 5000. The economic
limitations faced by these families significantly hinder the girls’ access to adequate educational resources,
such as textbooks, tuition, and technology, affecting their academic performance and continuity.
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Fig.1 Monthly Family Income of the Respondents

Table 2: Parental Education of the Respondents

Parental Education Frequency (N=100) Percentage (%)
[lliterate 45 45%
Primary Education 35 35%
Secondary Education 15 15%
Higher Secondary and Above 5 5%
Parental education remains low, with 45% of respondents reporting that their parents are illiterate. Only 5%

have parents who have completed higher secondary education. This lack of educational background within
families often leads to a lack of support and guidance for students, limiting their academic aspirations.
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Fig.2 Parental Education of the Respondents
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Table 3: Access to Government Schemes

Access to Government Schemes Frequency (N=100) Percentage (%)
Yes 65 65%
No 35 35%

A positive outcome of the study is that 65% of the respondents have accessed government schemes such as
scholarships and minority welfare programs, which have helped mitigate some financial barriers. However,
35% of the students reported not having access to such schemes, pointing to a gap in awareness or
bureaucratic challenges in accessing benefits.
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Fig.3 Access to Government Schemes

Table 4: Cultural Constraints of the Respondents

Cultural Constraints Frequency (N=100) Percentage (%)
Yes 60 60%
No 40 40%

Cultural factors continue to play a significant role in limiting educational opportunities for Muslim girls.
60% of the respondents indicated that they face cultural constraints, including pressure to marry early,
restrictions on mobility, and prioritization of domestic responsibilities over education. These constraints are
rooted in traditional gender roles, making it difficult for girls to pursue education beyond a certain level.

Discussion:

The socio-economic challenges identified in this study highlight the multifaceted issues Muslim girl students
face in rural Murshidabad. Poverty, lack of parental education, and cultural barriers are key factors that
hinder their academic success. Despite the availability of government schemes, the impact of these socio-
economic conditions creates a challenging environment for continued education.
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The data indicates a strong correlation between low family income and difficulty in accessing quality
education. Students from poorer households struggle to afford necessary educational materials, leading to
high dropout rates and a lack of academic continuity.

Parents’ low levels of education contribute to a lack of motivation and support for their children’s education.
Parental attitudes towards education, particularly for girls, are often shaped by traditional gender roles that
prioritize marriage and household responsibilities over academic achievement.

While government scholarships and schemes provide some relief, there is a significant portion of students
who remain unaware or unable to access these benefits. Enhanced efforts are needed to ensure these schemes
reach all eligible students, particularly in remote rural areas.

Findings:
» 35% of the respondents belonging to households earning less than INR 5000

» Parental education remains low, with 45% of respondents reporting that their parents are
illiterate

» 35% of the students reported not having access to such schemes, pointing to a gap in awareness
or bureaucratic challenges in accessing benefits

» 60% of the respondents indicated that they face cultural constraints, including pressure to marry
early, restrictions on mobility, and prioritization of domestic responsibilities over education.

Recommendation:

Improved Access to Financial Aid: Strengthen the implementation of government scholarship programs to
ensure that all eligible students benefit from financial aid.

Parental Awareness Campaigns: Conduct community-level awareness programs to educate parents about
the importance of girls’ education and the long-term benefits it can provide.

Cultural Sensitization: Promote programs that challenge traditional gender norms and encourage girls to
pursue higher education without fear of cultural restrictions.

Skill Development Programs: Establish vocational and skill-development programs alongside formal
education to equip girls with skills for employability.

Conclusion:

The socio-economic status of Muslim girl students in rural Murshidabad presents a complex intersection of
poverty, gender, and education. (Paria & Maity, 2022) While there are encouraging signs of progress, such
as access to government schemes, the overwhelming challenges of poverty and cultural constraints continue
to limit their academic potential. There is an urgent need for targeted interventions, including awareness
campaigns, parental education programs, and community engagement, to empower Muslim girls through
education.
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