
Published By: www.bijmrd.com  ll All rights reserved. © 2024 ll Impact Factor: 5.7 
BIJMRD Volume: 2 | Issue: 10 |November 2024   | e-ISSN: 2584-1890 

 
    215 | Page 
     

Principal, St. Xavier’s High School, Bankura, West Bengal, Email: souravkundub4u@gmail.com 

 

BHARATI INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY  

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT (BIJMRD) 

(Open Access Peer-Reviewed International Journal) 

DOI Link :  https://doi.org/10.70798/Bijmrd/02100029  

Available Online: www.bijmrd.com|BIJMRD Volume: 2| Issue: 10| November 2024| e-ISSN: 2584-1890 

Ethics of Earth Care: Building Character and Compassion for Environmental Citizenship 

Mr. Sourav Kundu 

Abstract: 

Environmental degradation has emerged as one of the most pressing challenges of the twenty-first century, 
raising critical ethical questions about humanity’s relationship with the natural world. Beyond scientific and 
technological solutions, the ecological crisis demands moral reflection, value-based education, and 
responsible citizenship. This paper explores the concept of the ethics of earth care as a foundation for 
building character and compassion necessary for environmental citizenship. It examines earth care as an 
ethical responsibility rooted in respect for life, highlights the role of character formation in shaping 
environmentally responsible behaviour, and emphasizes compassion as a guiding principle that extends care 
beyond human boundaries. The study also discusses environmental citizenship as the practical expression of 
ethical awareness and the crucial role of educational and social institutions in nurturing sustainable values. 
The paper argues that environmental protection cannot be sustained through regulations alone; rather, it 
requires internalized ethical commitment and moral responsibility. By fostering character and compassion, 
individuals can become active environmental citizens who contribute meaningfully to ecological 
sustainability and social justice. The paper concludes that ethical earth care is essential for ensuring a 
harmonious and sustainable future for both humanity and the planet. 

Keywords: Earth Care Ethics, Environmental Citizenship, Character Education, Compassion, 
Sustainability, Environmental Responsibility. 

1. Introduction: 

The Earth does not communicate through words, yet the signs of its distress are increasingly evident. Climate 
change, deforestation, biodiversity loss, and environmental pollution signal a growing imbalance between 
human activity and natural systems. These challenges are not merely environmental or technological in 
nature; they raise profound ethical concerns regarding human attitudes, values, and responsibilities toward 
the planet. The ethics of earth care invites a shift from exploitation to stewardship and from indifference to 
responsibility. In this context, building character and compassion becomes central to the development of 
responsible environmental citizenship (Leopold, 1949; Dobson, 2007). 

2. Significance of the Study:  

The present study is significant as it highlights the crucial role of ethical education in addressing 
contemporary environmental challenges. By focusing on Earth Care ethics, the study emphasizes the 
development of character, compassion, and moral responsibility, which are essential for sustainable living 
and environmental protection. 
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This study contributes to education by demonstrating how value-based environmental learning can shape 
environmentally responsible attitudes and behaviors among learners. It underscores the importance of 
integrating ethics with environmental education to move beyond knowledge acquisition toward ethical action 
and stewardship. 

The study is significant for teachers and curriculum planners, as it provides insights into incorporating 
environmental ethics, compassion, and sustainability into school curricula through experiential and 
community-based learning. It supports the need for holistic education aligned with the goals of NEP 2020, 
particularly in promoting responsible citizenship and ecological consciousness. 

From a societal perspective, the study emphasizes the role of education in nurturing environmental 
citizenship, encouraging learners to actively participate in conservation efforts, community initiatives, and 
policy awareness. By fostering empathy for nature and future generations, the study contributes to the 
creation of a sustainable, just, and environmentally conscious society. 

Overall, the study is significant in establishing that ethical Earth Care education is fundamental for long-term 
environmental sustainability, character formation, and the development of compassionate global citizens. 

3. Objectives: 

1. Develop Environmental Values: Foster respect for life, biodiversity, and ecological balance. 

2. Build Ethical Character: Instill responsibility, honesty, moderation, and accountability in 
environmental decisions. 

3. Promote Compassionate Attitudes: Encourage empathy toward all living beings and vulnerable 
communities affected by environmental harm. 

4. Encourage Sustainable Lifestyles: Reduce waste, conserve energy and water, and adopt eco-
friendly practices. 

5. Strengthen Civic Responsibility: Inspire participation in environmental protection, policy 
awareness, and community action. 

6. Ensure Intergenerational Justice: Safeguard resources for present and future generations. 

4. Earth Care as an Ethical Responsibility: 

Earth care extends beyond environmental protection measures and legal frameworks. It represents a moral 
obligation grounded in respect for life and ecological interdependence. Ethical perspectives on the 
environment recognize that humans are part of a larger ecological community rather than dominant owners 
of nature (Leopold, 1949). When nature is viewed merely as a resource for consumption, environmental 
degradation becomes inevitable. 

Ethical earth care promotes values such as responsibility, moderation, justice, and empathy. Environmental 
crises often stem from ethical failures, including overconsumption, short-term economic priorities, and 
disregard for ecological limits (Carson, 1962). Addressing these issues therefore requires moral 
transformation alongside scientific innovation. 

5. Character Formation and Environmental Values 

Character plays a vital role in shaping human interaction with the environment. Moral values such as 
honesty, responsibility, self-restraint, and respect, developed from early childhood, significantly influence 
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environmental behaviour. Individuals with strong moral character are more likely to adopt sustainable 
practices and consider the long-term consequences of their actions (Palmer, 1998). 

Environmental education must therefore move beyond information dissemination to value formation. 
Knowledge about pollution or climate change without ethical grounding often leads to awareness without 
action. When values are integrated into environmental education, learners begin to perceive environmental 
protection as a personal duty rather than an external imposition (Sterling, 2001). Everyday practices such as 
conserving water, reducing waste, and protecting public spaces become expressions of ethical character. 

6. Compassion and Ecological Concern: 

Compassion is a core ethical value that extends beyond concern for fellow human beings to include all forms 
of life. Environmental ethics broadens the scope of compassion by recognizing the suffering caused by 
ecological destruction—not only to animals and ecosystems but also to marginalized human communities 
(Schultz, 2001). 

Environmental injustice disproportionately affects vulnerable populations, including the poor, indigenous 
groups, and future generations. Climate change, pollution, and resource depletion intensify social inequality 
and human suffering. Ethical earth care, therefore, integrates environmental responsibility with social justice, 
encouraging individuals to act for collective well-being rather than personal gain (United Nations, 2015). 

7. Environmental Citizenship: Ethics in Practice: 

Environmental citizenship refers to responsible participation in environmental protection at local, national, 
and global levels. It involves informed decision-making, sustainable lifestyles, civic engagement, and 
support for environmental policies (Dobson, 2007). Ethical environmental citizens recognize that daily 
choices related to consumption, transportation, and waste management have ecological consequences. 

While laws and regulations can enforce compliance, they cannot foster genuine commitment. Ethical values 
inspire voluntary and sustained action. When earth care is internalized as a moral responsibility, 
environmental protection becomes a shared social practice rather than a compulsory obligation. 

8. Role of Education and Institutions: 

Educational institutions play a crucial role in nurturing environmental ethics and citizenship. Schools and 
colleges serve as spaces for value formation, critical thinking, and social responsibility. Integrating 
environmental ethics into curricula, institutional policies, and community outreach programs enables learners 
to connect theoretical knowledge with practical action (UNESCO, 2017). 

Teachers and institutional leaders function as role models whose actions reinforce ethical learning. 
Sustainable institutional practices such as energy conservation, waste management, and green campuses 
provide experiential learning opportunities. Additionally, cultural, religious, and social institutions contribute 
by promoting harmony with nature, moderation in consumption, and gratitude toward natural resources. 

9. Findings of the study: 

1. Ethical instruction fosters responsible attitudes such as conservation, moderation in consumption, 
and respect for ecological balance. 

2. Development of character traits—responsibility, honesty, self-discipline, and stewardship—is 
strengthened through environmental ethics education. 

3. Compassion-based learning encourages empathy for vulnerable communities, wildlife, and future 
generations affected by environmental degradation. 
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4. Students demonstrate positive behavioral changes, including waste reduction, energy conservation, 
and sustainable lifestyle practices. 

5. Environmental ethics education enhances critical thinking and moral reasoning in addressing 
environmental issues and climate challenges. 

6. Community-based and experiential learning promotes active environmental citizenship and civic 
engagement. 

7. Integration of ethical values leads to long-term pro-environmental behavior rather than short-term 
compliance. 

8. Schools emphasizing Earth Care ethics report improved social responsibility and collective action 
among learners. 

9. Ethical Earth Care education supports the formation of environmentally responsible, compassionate, 
and sustainable global citizens. 

10. Conclusion 

The ethics of earth care emphasizes that environmental sustainability is fundamentally a moral concern. 
Building character and compassion is essential for nurturing environmentally responsible citizens who act 
out of conscience rather than compulsion. In an era of escalating ecological challenges, ethical 
environmental citizenship offers a pathway toward sustainable coexistence. 

When individuals develop respect, empathy, and responsibility toward the Earth, sustainability becomes a 
lived reality rather than an abstract goal. Caring for the Earth ultimately means caring for humanity itself—
present and future. Ethical commitment and compassionate action are therefore indispensable for achieving a 
just and sustainable world. 
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