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Abstract:

The education system in postcolonial India has, to a large extent, remained tethered to colonial ideologies
that prioritized Western epistemologies while marginalizing indigenous traditions. Despite India’s rich
philosophical, scientific, and linguistic legacy, colonial structures have shaped what is taught, how it is
taught, and the language in which it is delivered. This seminar paper aims to investigate how Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) can provide a transformative framework for decolonizing education. Drawing
from ancient traditions, sacred texts, and community-based knowledge systems, the paper seeks to reimagine
education that is rooted in cultural authenticity, holistic learning, and spiritual consciousness. With the
National Education Policy 2020 recognizing the value of IKS, this paper also examines the institutional
shifts necessary to implement meaningful reforms. Ultimately, the decolonization of education through IKS is
not merely about revisiting the past, but about re-visioning the future of Indian pedagogy with confidence,
sustainability, and selfhood.
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Introduction:

Colonialism inflicted deep epistemological wounds on Indian civilization by displacing its indigenous
knowledge systems and installing a Eurocentric model of learning. Lord Macaulay’s 1835 Minute declared
that India’s traditional education had no scientific merit and called for English-based education to create “a
class of persons Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in morals, and in intellect.” This
colonial imposition led to the marginalization of ancient Indian texts, traditions, and institutions such as the
Gurukula, Takshashila, and Nalanda, which were once centres of global learning.

Even after independence, Indian education continued to follow the Western academic structure and
pedagogy, leading to a crisis of identity and purpose among learners. In recent decades, there has been a
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growing movement advocating for the decolonization of education by re-centering indigenous traditions and
epistemologies. Indian Knowledge Systems-rooted in the Vedas, Upanishads, Ayurveda, mathematics,
music, and philosophy-provide the foundation for a more authentic, contextual, and sustainable model of
education. The National Education Policy 2020 has laid a foundation for this transformation, but the road
ahead requires deeper understanding and institutional commitment.

Objectives:

<> To critically examine the impact of colonial education on Indian epistemologies.
X To identify and define key components of Indian Knowledge Systems.

<> To explore ancient educational practices and their modern relevance.

<> To analyze how NEP 2020 facilitates the decolonization process.

X To propose actionable reforms for embedding IKS in contemporary education.
Methodology:

The study uses a qualitative, historical-analytical approach to explore the role of Indian Knowledge Systems
in decolonizing education. It includes a literature review of colonial and post-colonial education policies,
analysis of classical Indian texts and philosophies, and comparison between Indian and Western educational
models. Case studies of IKS-based institutions and policy documents like NEP 2020 are examined to assess
current integration efforts.This interdisciplinary method helps uncover both historical disruptions and
contemporary possibilities for reclaiming India's educational heritage.

Main Theme:
The Impact of Colonial Education:

Colonial education deliberately dismantled India's indigenous systems, replacing them with utilitarian,
bureaucratic models. This system de-emphasized critical thinking, ethical inquiry, and spiritual growth in
favor of rote memorization and mechanical disciplines. The alienation from one's own heritage created
cognitive dissonance, cultural inferiority, and loss of continuity with Indian intellectual traditions.

Defining Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS):
IKS refers to the body of knowledge developed by the people of India over millennia, including:

+» Shastra-based disciplines: Vedas, Vedangas, Darshanas (philosophy), Ayurveda, Jyotisha
(astronomy/astrology), Arthashastra (economics and polity), Sangeet (music), Natya (drama), etc.

+» Language and linguistics: Rich grammatical traditions of Sanskrit (Panini’s Ashtadhyayi), Prakrit,
Tamil, and others.

++ Ethics and value systems: Dharma, karma, ahimsa, and ecological harmony.

«» Community knowledge: Tribal wisdom, agricultural practices, water harvesting, crafts, and oral
traditions.

These systems are interwoven, holistic, and deeply experiential, offering insights into human psychology,
cosmology, and social organization.
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Ancient Indian Education Models:

The Gurukula system was based on direct transmission of knowledge through intimate teacher-student
relationships (guru-shishya parampara). Education was personalized, character-focused, and included study
of nature, arts, philosophy, and self-discipline.

Nalanda and Takshashila were global universities offering multidisciplinary studies in philosophy, medicine,
logic, and Buddhist studies. Their pedagogy encouraged dialogue, inquiry, and intellectual rigor far before
the Enlightenment era in the West.

Language as a Carrier of Knowledge:

Language is central to decolonization. The colonial emphasis on English displaced Sanskrit and regional
languages, which were repositories of IKS. A decolonized education system must revitalize Indian
languages, not merely as mediums of communication, but as mediums of thought, analysis, and creation.

NEP 2020 and the Role of IKS:

The NEP 2020 recognizes the need for an education system rooted in Indian ethos. It promotes:

¢ Multilingualism including Sanskrit and regional languages.

% Curriculum integration of IKS in subjects like science, health, environment, arts, and philosophy.
+»+ Creation of Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation (IITT).

++ Revitalization of traditional knowledge, local crafts, and vocational education.

¢ Establishment of Indian Knowledge System Centres and IKS divisions in UGC and AICTE.

+ However, the policy’s implementation requires clarity, resources, teacher training, and a paradigm shift
in curriculum development.

Decolonization as Epistemic Justice:

True decolonization is not a reactionary rejection of Western ideas but an assertion of epistemic equality. It
aims to dismantle the hegemony of one way of knowing and create a pluralistic framework. IKS introduces
diverse logics (e.g., syadvada in Jainism), systems of inquiry, and moral philosophies that broaden the scope
of human knowledge.

Actionable Strategies for Integration:

+ Embed IKS in school textbooks and teacher training modules.

+» Introduce IKS-centric degree programs in higher education.

+» Encourage interdisciplinary research merging ancient and modern knowledge.
+ Develop bilingual content in Indian and global languages.

« Promote experiential learning through craft-based education, local history, and nature-centric learning.
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Relevance and Contemporary Significance:

In today’s globalized world, education is both a means of survival and identity formation. India’s cultural
and intellectual wealth remains underutilized in mainstream education. As India aspires to become a
Vishwaguru (global knowledge leader), decolonized education rooted in IKS will provide not only pride but
practical solutions to problems like climate change, mental health, and societal disintegration.

Moreover, IKS promotes integrity over competition, community over individualism, and balance over
exploitation—values essential for sustainable futures. With the rise of global interest in yoga, Ayurveda, and
Indian philosophy, this is the right time to reclaim and reframe India’s knowledge legacy for future
generations.

Conclusion:

Education is not just the transmission of information but the cultivation of consciousness. For centuries,
Indian civilization nurtured a deep, spiritual, and holistic approach to learning that balanced intellectual
pursuit with moral growth. Colonialism fractured this legacy, replacing it with fragmented, utilitarian
models. Today, decolonizing education through Indian Knowledge Systems is not about going backward but
about moving forward with rootedness. The NEP 2020 has opened doors to this transformation, but its
success depends on academic will, curricular reform, and the collective commitment of society. By restoring
IKS, India can reassert its civilizational wisdom, contribute uniquely to global knowledge, and create
empowered, ethical, and enlightened citizens.
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