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Abstract: The social and economic standing of a person or family within a community is referred to as their
socio-economic status. This includes a range of factors, including income, parental education level,
employment, and access to opportunities and resources. The primary goals of the research are to investigate
the processes by which socioeconomic status influences academic performance and to examine the impact of
various socioeconomic status aspects on academic performance. The research also attempted to determine if
academic achievement and socioeconomic status were related. The research has made use of both
quantitative and qualitative data. Information has been acquired for both primary and secondary sources.
The research comes to the conclusion that disparate variables including the availability of educational
resources, parental engagement, and interest in extracurricular activities may be responsible for this
difference. However, it’s vital to understand that a student’s family wealth should not be a good indicator of
their academic standing.
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Introduction:

It is widely accepted that since their parents have higher and middle class socioeconomic position, their
children are exposed to a better learning environment at home due to the availability of more learning
resources. Becker & Tomes (1979) provide support for this theory, stating that it is now well acknowledged
that rich and educated parents secure their children’s future earnings by giving them access to excellent
schools, careers, and a positive learning environment. Contrary to popular assumption, children of poor
socioeconomic class parents may find it difficult to climb the educational ladder because they lack access to
additional learning resources. When talking about their “Low-income Parents’ opinions about their
involvement in their children’s academic development” said that some of these parents said their roles
consisted only of providing for their children’s fundamental emotional and social requirements, such clothes,
emotional support, and teaching etiquette. Therefore, these parents’ lack of funding to enhance their
children’s educational processes and their lack of foresight about their parental obligations might pose a
threat to their achievement.

According to Mistry, Benner, Biesanz, Clark, & Howes (2010), socio-economic status is the social and
economic standing of a person or family within a community. It includes a range of factors, including
income, parental education level, employment, and access to opportunitiecs and resources. According to
Duncan and Magnuson (2012), SES is a complex concept that captures both social and material benefits and
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drawbacks. Research has shown that people with higher socioeconomic status typically have better access to
educational resources, such as technology, books, tutoring, and high-quality schools. These resources can
help students perform better academically (Reardon, 2011; Sirin, 2005; Duncan & Magnuson, 2012).

Objectives: The goal of the present research was to examine how various socioeconomic status factors
affect academic performance. The research also attempted to determine if academic achievement and
socioeconomic status were related.

Definition and Components of Socio-economic Status: A composite metric known as socio-economic
status indicates a person’s or a household’s relative standing in a social hierarchy. It consists of many
essential elements:

Income: The total amount of money received by families or people via government transfers, investments,
wages, and salaries (Adler & Rehkopf, 2008; Galobardes, Shaw, Lawlor, Lynch, & Davey Smith, 2006).

Education: A person’s degree of formal education, such as having finished their elementary, secondary, or
postsecondary education (Gottfredson, 2004; Sirin, 2005).

Occupation: The kind of job a person does, which is often classified according to industry, degree of
responsibility, and skill level (Adler & Rehkopf, 2008; Gottfredson, 2004).

According to Galobardes et al. (2006), wealth is the accumulation of assets, such as savings, investments,
and real estate, that offers some degree of security and stability over one’s financial situation.

The Relationship between Socio-economic Status and Academic Achievement Numerous studies have
shown a strong link between academic achievement and family income. kids from higher SES backgrounds
often do better academically overall, on tests, and in terms of educational achievement than kids from lower
SES backgrounds. This disparity in academic accomplishment is usually referred to as the “achievement
gap”. Specifically, Duncan and Magnuson (2013). Sirin’s (2005) study demonstrates that students from
affluent socioeconomic situations tend to do better in school. Similar results were shown by Pong (2007) and
Bradley and Corwyn (2002), emphasising the influence of socioeconomic status on academic
accomplishments.

Factors Mediating the Socio-economic Status: Academic Performance Association The link between
academic success and socioeconomic level has been shown to be mediated by a number of variables. One
important factor is having access to educational resources, which include good schools, texts, technology,
and extracurricular activities. Research by Reardon (2011) and Duncan and Magnuson (2013) shown how
resource differences play a significant role in the achievement gap. Academic results are also influenced by
family participation, which includes parental education level, support, and engagement in their child’s
education. Studies conducted by Fan and Chen (2001) and Desforges and Abouchaar (2003) shown that
parental participation has a favourable effect on academic success and functions as a mediator between
educational results and socioeconomic position. Significant mediators have also been found to include
cultural capital and the home environment. According to research by Waldfogel et al. (2010), children from
higher SES families often have more stimulating home settings with access to literature, educational
resources, and intellectual stimulation, all of which have a beneficial impact on academic attainment.
Academic achievement is influenced by cultural capital, which is described as the behaviours, knowledge,
and abilities acquired via socialisation. This was shown by Bourdieu (1986).

Research Methodology The purpose of the study is to look at how socioeconomic status affects academic
success. To guarantee a sufficient representation of the population, a sample size of 100 females from the
Paschim Medinipur district of West Bengal was chosen as participants. The sample consisted of individuals
with a range of socioeconomic backgrounds, including varied parental education levels, occupations, and
income levels. Questionnaires were used to gather data. The purpose of the survey’s questions was to gather
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information on socioeconomic variables such as family income and parental education. Surveys on the
socioeconomic status, study habits, extracurricular involvement, and general academic success of the
students were also conducted. The information was analysed using statistical techniques. The socioeconomic
status variables and sample characteristics were summarised using descriptive statistics.

Table 1 Correlation between Socio-economic Status and Academic Achievement

Socio-economic Status Academic Achievement

Low 75.2
Middle 82.6
High 89.4

The relationship between academic success and socioeconomic level is shown in the table. The results show
a positive association, indicating that average academic performance tends to rise along with socioeconomic
position, from low to high. In comparison to students from middle-class or lower-class origins, individuals
with greater socioeconomic standing often have better academic performance.

Table 2 Average Academic Achievement by Socio-economic Status

Socio-economic Status Average Academic Achievement

Low 75.2
Middle 82.6
High 89.4

Based on their socioeconomic background, pupils’ average academic success is shown in the table. It
suggests that, in comparison to students from middle-class or lower-class families, those from greater
socioeconomic origins—that is, those with better status—tend to have higher average academic performance.

Table 3 Distribution of Academic Achievement by Socio- economic Status

. Below
Socio-
. Excellent (A) Good (B) Average (C) Average (D or
economic Status

lower)
Low 15% 25% 40% 20%
Middle 30% 35% 25% 10%
High 45% 30% 20% 5%




The distribution of pupils’ academic attainment levels according to their socioeconomic position is shown in
this table. It shows that compared to kids from middle-class or lower-class origins, individuals with better
socioeconomic level had a larger percentage of outstanding marks (A).

Discussion Scholars and educators have dedicated a great deal of effort to considering and discussing how
students’ socioeconomic circumstances impact their academic achievement. Indicators of an individual’s or
family’s socioeconomic position in any particular neighbourhood include work status, income, and level of
education. Numerous studies have shown that an individual’s academic achievement is influenced by their
socio-economic background. One of the most important findings in this area of research is the existence of
an academic performance difference between students from various socioeconomic backgrounds. The
socioeconomic condition of a student’s family and their academic success are correlated. This disparity is
caused by a number of factors related to economic status. First off, access to superior educational resources
is often facilitated by a greater socioeconomic level. Wealthy families may send their children to well-funded
educational institutions that provide a broad choice of extracurricular and academic programmes, as well as
state-of-the-art facilities and top-notch faculty. However, kids from low-income families could attend
underfunded institutions with little resources, shoddy facilities, and no support for their education. These
inequalities in resources may lead to educational disadvantages. Second, socioeconomic status influences
family dynamics and parents’ involvement in their kids’ schooling. Higher income parents are more likely to
have completed college, which may positively impact their kids’ academic achievement. Additionally, they
could have more time and finances to assist their children’s education by hiring tutors or signing them up for
enrichment courses. Conversely, parents from low-income families may not have as many educational
options as they would want and could find it difficult to help their kids academically because of time or
money restrictions brought on by working several jobs.

Recommendations:

e Fair Resource Allocation: Put in place laws and financing systems that guarantee every student has
equitable access to top-notch learning materials. This entails giving schools in underprivileged
communities enough money as well as contemporary facilities, resources, and qualified instructors.

e focused Interventions: Create support programmes and focused interventions specifically for pupils
from low-income families. These may include extra help with their studies, mentorship, tutoring, and
therapy to help them with particular issues they may be facing.

e Parental Engagement: Promote and include parents in their kids’ education, regardless of their
socioeconomic status. Give parents the chance to actively engage in seminars, school events, and
decision-making procedures. Create efficient lines of communication to close the distance between
parents and schools.

e Professional Development: Give educators the chance to grow professionally so they may improve
their cultural competency and instructional practices to better serve children from a range of
socioeconomic backgrounds. Training in tailored education, inclusive teaching methods, and
addressing hidden biases are a few examples of this.

Conclusion: In summary, the topic of how socioeconomic background influences children’ academic
achievement is complex and wide-ranging. Studies have repeatedly proven that students from affluent homes
do better academically than their less fortunate peers. This disparity may be exacerbated by distinguishing
characteristics including parental engagement, the availability of educational resources, and participation in
extracurricular activities. However, it’s vital to understand that a student’s family wealth should not be a
good indicator of their academic standing. While some kids from high socioeconomic origins encounter
difficulties in their educational journeys, there are children from low socioeconomic backgrounds who defy
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the odds and flourish academically. A person’s drive, resiliency, and support networks are also essential for
academic success.
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